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2021 GBR Optimist Team Selection Trials – COVID Statement 
 
It is obvious but bears re-stating that the current pandemic has impacted on all our lives to 
varying degrees.  IOCA (UK) welcomes the easing of regulations and guidance that allows this 
event to take place.  However, we will not be able to operate in our normal way.  In due course 
we will publish the detailed procedures and guidance which will enable this event to run Covid 
Secure. 
 

However, as we open for entries IOCA (UK) wishes to make competitors and support persons 
aware of the following principles and guidance which might affect their decision to attend: 
 

• Anyone who – 
 

• has symptoms of coronavirus 
• has tested positive for coronavirus 
• lives with someone who has symptoms or has recently tested positive 
• has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test & Trace 

 

MUST NOT ATTEND 

 

• The parent of a sailor who cannot attend for any of these Covid related reasons should 
contact the IOCA (UK) administrator, John Perham, to obtain a refund, even if the 
normal refund deadline has passed. 

 

• At time of writing (24 Mar), if the Covid Response Spring 21 2021 is at Step 2 at the date 
of this event then it will be able go ahead.  At Step 2 the Government Regulations limit 
gatherings to a maximum of 6 people, including children.  This has almost no impact on 
competitors’ activity while afloat, but significantly changes things ashore.  Although the 
number of sailors and officials involved in organised sport are not limited, this freedom 
does not extend to spectators.  We ask that: 
 

• You do not gather in groups of more than six at any time. 
• You do not share transport to the event between households: 

o Vehicles containing more than six people who are not from a single 
household will not be permitted at the venue. 

• You do not mingle, moving between different groups. 
• You adhere to the guidance we publish which will impose measures designed to 

prevent actual or perceived mingling of groups and gatherings greater than six.  
This may include asking you to leave the site during racing activity. 

• You do not attempt to spectate at the event venue. 
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• Support Vessels will NOT be permitted at the event.  Coaches would be an additional 
adult for a household group or groups and will NOT be permitted at the event.  They will 
NOT be permitted to man Official Vessels. 
 

• Contact between Official Vessels and competitors will be limited.  Competitors must be 
self-sufficient (water, food, adequate clothing) for a full day afloat. 

 

• As an Event Organiser IOCA (UK) now has a legal obligation to take all reasonable 
measures to ensure that attendees adhere to regulations.  One change to our 
procedures will be adding additional volunteers who will be asked to help competitors 
and support persons remain within the regulations and guidance.  We hope that you will 
be willing to volunteer and remain with us during the event. 

 


